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At one point in my life it seemed like everywhere I looked, I saw trag-
edy. My brother, both of my parents, and a dear friend were all battling 
cancer at the same time. Other friends were losing jobs and fearful 
about the prospects of finding new work. The evening news was full of 
financial scandals, plant closings, kidnappings, and war.

As I sat in the sun on my front porch in March 2009, I wished I 
had a book to send to my brother to read during his chemotherapy 
treatments - something to remind him that he was not alone and to 
encourage him to fight for his life. I wanted a book that could give him 
hope, inspiration, and encouragement on every page.

Due to a series of miracles, the book you are now reading is my 
wish come true. In a very short time a team of wonderful people came 
together to create this book with just one purpose: to encourage you, 
the reader, to overcome whatever obstacles are lying in your path to 
happiness.

As you read the stories in this book, you will find real life tales of 
remarkable courage, strength, and perseverance.  You will be inspired, 
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entertained, and uplifted. Some of the stories will make you laugh. 
Some of them will make you cry. All of them will make you proud of 
the power of the human spirit.

You will find this a book of diversity. There are many authors, from 
many walks of life. However, they all share a common bond. They 
triumphed over tragedy and gleaned wisdom in this process. While 
this is not a religious book, these are stories full of faith, of many kinds 
and flavors. It is funny how in your darkest times, faith often becomes 
your brightest light.

All of the contributors to this book want to encourage you to hold 
tight to your belief that a better day will come. It is their sincere desire 
to pass along what they’ve learned through their own trials, to make 
your journey easier.

I hope that you wear this book out by highlighting meaningful 
passages and bending down the corners of the pages you want to read 
over and over again. There is true wisdom in these pages that can help 
you feel strong, brave, and hopeful.

May you be blessed by this book and inspired to overcome!

Lynne Klippel
St. Peters, Missouri
September, 2009


